If and when this can be attained, the rapidity of healing will be determined simply by the vigour of the individual, and pain and anxiety will be absent from patient and surgeon.
Many attempts have been made to attain this end. Mr Lister's methods keep it in view ; M. Guerin has aimed at it in his cottonwool dressing; and Mr Gamgee has strongly supported a similar treatment. I have recently made some experiments in the same direction, using the salicylized wool introduced by Professor Thiersch.
Three obstacles to a permanent dressing present themselves. These are the sutures, the drainage, and the antiseptics.
A wound cannot heal quickly unless the contact of its surfaces be reasonably close. The more accurately the edges are approximated, the more certain are they thus to heal. This accurate apposition can only be brought about by sutures. To attain, then, the object which we have in view it is first of all necessary to have sutures which can be absorbed by the tissues, and we find our wants to a great extent met by carbolized catgut. The dressing was renewed, and it was found healed in another week.
3. D. L., ait. 37, admitted 1st December 1881. In this case the patient was rapidly sinking from strumous disease of the right wrist, right ankle, and third toe of the left foot. The wrist and toe were treated, after amputation, by the method I have described, while the ankle was otherwise dressed. The amputation at the ankle was performed through putrid sinuses, the others through fresh surfaces. These last were healed absolutely when the dressing was taken off for the first time three weeks after operation. As sometimes occurs, however, the general health of the patient having become temporarily disordered, I think by continued discharge from the ankle, ulceration of the cicatrix to a slight extent occurred in both three or four weeks after they had healed. 
